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About The Area

Coal has been worked in South Yorkshire since the Middle Ages and
there is even evidence that the Romans used coal to fire their forges at a
fort near Rotherham.

The industry grew during the Industrial Revolution rising to a peak in
the early twentieth century when mining was concentrated in the East of
Sheffield - Rotherham - Dearne Valley industrial belt.

The coalfield has seen a gradual expansion eastwards which has offset
the inevitable exhaustion of older pits in the west.

Today’s coal production centres on the larger collieries, most of which
were sunk after the turn of the century, around Rotherham, Worksop and
Doncaster.

In saying that, however, some of the pits which are over one hundred
years old still have some reserves remaining. With recent investment
schemes now paying off, some of these units will have many prosperous
years to look forward to.

Taking the “old and the new” pits together, the South Yorkshire
coalfield has in the region of 500 million tonnes of reserves of prime
quality coal and that adds up to an Area that will rank highly in the future
fortunes of the British coal industry.

Today’s output is around 13 million tonnes a year, from the Area
whose heartland covers one of the heaviest industrial concentrations in
Britain. Over 85 per cent of its coal goes to power stations.









































































