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About The Area

Coal has been worked in South Yorkshire since the Middle Ages and
there is even evidence that the Romans used coal to fire their forges at a
fort near Rotherham.

The industry grew during the Industrial Revolution rising to a peak in
the early twentieth century when mining was concentrated in the East of
Sheffield - Rotherham - Dearne Valley industrial belt.

The coalfield has seen a gradual expansion eastwards which has offset
the inevitable exhaustion of older pits in the west.

Today’s coal production centres on the larger collieries, most of which
were sunk after the turn of the century, around Rotherham, Worksop and
Doncaster.

In saying that, however, some of the pits which are over one hundred
years old still have some reserves remaining. With recent investment
schemes now paying off, some of these units will have many prosperous
years to look forward to.

Taking the “old and the new” pits together, the South Yorkshire
coalfield has in the region of 500 million tonnes of reserves of prime
quality coal and that adds up to an Area that will rank highly in the future
fortunes of the British coal industry.

Today’s output is around 13 million tonnes a year, from the Area
whose heartland covers one of the heaviest industrial concentrations in
Britain. Over 85 per cent of its coal goes to power stations.







Director’s Statement

Most Successful Year

I am delighted to report that in 1988/89, profits and productivity were up and
accidents down to record the most successful year ever for South Yorkshire Area.

Our operating profit was £70 million with a further £8 million from other
activities, and we achieved all-time low operating costs of £1.40 a gigajoule to
produce Britain's cheapest deep-mined coal.

A 20 per cent improvement in productivity led to us lifting overall oms from 3.61
to 4.31 tonnes in the year.

These results are a credit to everyone and came with a continued improvement
in safety to show that the more hi-tech equipment and systems we introduce the
safer our pits become.

Indeed, during the last three years all accidents have reduced from 45 every
100,000 manshifts to 24 for 88/89. And at Rossington no major accidents occurred in
the year.

Financially, more than half the Area’s eighteen pits turned in operating surpluses
and five, Goldthorpe, Hatfield, Maltby, Rossington and Silverwood made record
profits. Goldthorpe being the star performer with production costs of 82p a
gigajoule, the lowest in the U.K.

Another pleasing note is the way industrial relations have improved in the Area.
Disputes dropped by half over the previous year with problems being resolved by
talking not walking.

The corporation continues to invest heavily in the Area and with the £79 million
allocated for the new financial year, over £330 million will have been ploughed into
South Yorkshire since October 1985.

The year ahead will be difficult for all British Coal's Areas but I am confident that

here in South Yorkshire, with our sound financial base, it will be another successful
one.

TED HORTON
Area Director
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Mining Technology

Heavy Duty Equipment

We are moving steadily towards
fewer faces producing bigger tonnages.
At the end of the year, half of our 40
faces were of the heavy duty variety -
and a few, like 5.24s at Silverwood -
are now peaking at over 20,000 tonnes
a week. Our heavy duty units each
averaged 2,000 tonnes a day during the
year and now account for 70 per cent
of the Area’s total output. By early
next year, 22 of our planned 35 faces
will be heavy duty. They each cost
between £5m and £7m to equip - a
sound investment because results
show they produce 20 per cent more
coal than conventional units. We also
propose to increase the number of high
productivity retreat units. Nearly half
of our faces are now on retreat working
and we plan to lift this to 80 per cent
within the next five years.

Powered Roof Supports

Our latest powered supports are of
the forward walk way type with
electro-hydraulic push-button control.
These really are from "Tomorrow's
World’ of mining and used in
conjunction with a computer in the.
loader gate, men can advance supports
in batches semi-automatically, giving
better roof control and a guaranteed
push-over. We now have six heavy

duty faces equipped with these
supports and a further five sets are to
be installed this year with full-face
lighting.

Armoured Face Conveyors

We took our next step along the
heavy duty road with the introduction
of high capacity A.F.C.s that can clear
coal at the rate of over 1,000 tonnes an
hour. This new breed of face panzers
ranges from 600 to 800 horse power.
At present, nine of our heavy duty
faces are equipped with these beefed-
up A.F.C.s with a further seven
planned in the current year.

Power Loaders

Heavy duty face conveyors enabl-
ed us to further release the potential of
our faces, but it's becoming evident
that some of our power loading
machines are limiting performance. So
to complete our heavy duty strategy,
we are turning to higher powered
shearers that can maintain fast cutting
rates with greater reliability. These
include:

Il The new 400 h.p. B]D Ace
machine, with microprocessor-based
control and health monitoring, which
helped Frickley to a record output and
profits during the year. A second one






is now in operation at Frickley and a
third is to go into Bentley Colliery.

M The BJD Supermatic which is a
Shirehorse in our heavy duty stable.
With a motor rated at 400/500 h.p. and
designed for low pick speeds, it’s
tailor- made for our thick seam pits
like Askern and Rossington.

M Joy’s new 3LS multi motor all
electric power loader, with a total
horse power of 650, is our most
powerful machine and made its British
debut on P.39s face at Manton. It's
identical to the one at an American
mine which recently set a new world
record of over 10,000 tonnes in a shift.
With a cutting speed of up to 35 feet a
minute, this latest mining ‘juggernaut’
has twin DC traction motors for
smoother cutting plus electronic fault-
finding and health monitoring
systems.

Anderson Strathclyde’'s AM500
shearer, which has been a big success
at Kellingley and Selby, is to be re-
introduced on S.28s retreat face at
Maltby later this year. With an app-
lied horse power of up to 1,000 these
machines can tackle seam thicknesses
up to five metres.

Plans are also in hand to
strengthen our power loader fleet for

thin to medium sections. Where
practicable, we have also fitted - and in
many cases pioneered - automatic
steering of power loaders which
enables us to stay in the seam and
maintain better cutting horizons.

Roofbolting

Roofbolting played an increasingly
significant role during the year in
heavy duty face salvage and in the
support of face headings and
development drivages. Systematic
roofbolting was introduced in this
Area in 1986, and at present we have
27 sites being bolted and 40 more
projects in the design stage. So far, we
have salvaged eight heavy duty faces
with the help of roofbolting, four are
underway and nine more are planned
this year. Results up to now are very
encouraging with the technique giving
better and safer support as well as
saving time and materials.

We now have the machines and
systems that can produce very high
tonnages, we must ensure that we
improve our management and
organisation to get the best out of them
and improve our development
performance to ensure continuity of
production.























































